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Introducing Caleb Morris!

With the new school year upon us, we are very happy to announce
our second SAGE Scholar: Caleb Morris! Caleb has completed his
move from his hometown, New Amsterdam, and has started classes
at the University of Guyana to pursue a diploma in Agronomy. C a | ¢
perseverance through challenging circumstances and belief in the
power of education were the compelling themes of his application.
These attitudes, coupled with his commitment to Guyana, made us
feel very confident that Caleb will be successful at university. He
demonstrated a high level of financial need and would be unableto
attend the Universitywithout a scholarship

Perseverance
C a | eaehches described two of
his strengths as “ per sever_an
and “ p 0 s s ed dendership
gual.i Helhas giémonstrated
the former as he faced many
challenging life circumstances. As
Peace Corps volunteer, Morgan
Maynard, explained “ Cal e b
mother succumbed to AIDS while
Caleb was very young. Cal eb
siblings were separated. He has
been living with an aunt since
that time. His aunt, though well CalebMorris, 2010 SAGEcholar
meaning, does not have a
sufficient income to raise
additional children.”

His teacher added, “ h leas been residing in one of the most lower
class social economic communities in New Amsterdam where there is
no electricity or potable water. On many occasions, because of his
circumstances, he could have become a * s ¢ o @Ip bkel rhahy
others with similar c i r ¢ u ms tBa& Gatele gersevered through
these challenges and became “ t hnéy one of his siblings to graduate
from school.”
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The Power of Education

Demonstrated by his dedication to his own studies and his essay,

Caleb is very passionate about the power of education to change

circumstances of an individual and of the whole country of Guyana.

He wants “to be an exampleto otherswho have beendisadvantaged
in their childhood years of study Eventhough they may have a

difficult time, they need not give up on their dreams of higher
educationandtheir ability to securea positionin society”

He also spoke of how a more educated population can make a change
for the whole country of Guyana. He sees education as a key lever to
righting many of the € 0 U n problemswith crime, delinquency and
unwanted pregnancy. Caleb believes new graduates will start a
positive trend for Guyana. “Thesenewly educatedadults who may
becomeparents will not be afraid to show love and support their
childrenbut insteadhelpthem out with their schoolwork andthusthe
cycleof schooldrop-outswould be broken”

Caleb’s Future

C a | eldalitagon to Guyana came through again when he spoke of
how he hopes to use his degree. He remembers that “ A& child
growing up, | was told that in order to make Guyana a better place |
must do my part.” “ listalways my h e a rddsife 30 become an
Agronomist; one who will give back to the Country which is lacking in
the field of agriculture.”

Caleb plans to study Agronomy so he can “ u s$he knowledge gained
to make Guyana a carbon-free zone. ... [He] will also use the
knowledge gained to find other ways to improve the standard of living
and production of new species of vegetation.”

His teacher views his leadership qualities and his dedication to
Guyana as strengths that will propel him to great heights. “..he
always informed the class that he will stay and work in Guyana when
his classmates choose to migrate; since he intends to socially mobilize
himself to the highest position in the Agriculture sector.”

Thanks to your support, we are able to assist Caleb as he starts this
new chapter in his life. With his passion and drive, it will be very
exciting to see his next successes!
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Scholar Interview - Patricee Douglas, 2009

Our first SAGE Scholar, Patricee Douglas, excelled during her first
year completing 40 credits in the Biology Program. Due to her
success, the University of Guyana accepted Patricee directly into
the Medical Program after only one year at the University. This
semester, she begins her courses towards her medical
degree. Patricee's courses this semester include: Descriptive
Anatomy |, Histology |, Biochemestry |, Embryology, and
Management for Health Professionals. Your support has allowed
Patricee to continue to realize her dream of becoming a doctor in
Guyana.

Patri‘ceeDougIaSZOOQSAGESchoIar

Q: What was the best part of your first year at UG?

A: My first year at U.G was a blast! There were times | was excited and
other times | felt like giving up. However, looking back, it was a once
in a lifetime experience, and | would not trade it even for a pot of
gold. | made wonderful friends that made my journey even more
beautiful. We laughed, ate, and studied together. We were each
0t h éackbdne, which helped to develop more appreciation for
friendship and team work.

Q: What was the most challenging part of your first year at UG?

A: When | began U.G | realized that | had to do three mathematical
courses: Algebra, Statistics and Calculus. | was really disturbed about
it, due to me not liking mathematics very much. | must confessed that
| started off two of those courses wrong, meaning | didn't put a
positive mind towards it [..] In the second semester | said to my self
"Patricee, you are going to have an A for calculus". With that | decided
in my mind that | would dedicate my self to Calculus. To my surprise |
actually felt in love with calculus, and | indeed got an A. That
experience has taught me that it doesn't matter what subject | may
not like, as long as | am committed, | can excel in any subject area.



Q: What class/course did you most enjoy and why?
A: | really enjoyed Biology, everyone who knows me, knows that
biology is one my favorite subjects. | am always excited to study it.

Q: Did you participate in any clubs or student activities this year? If
so, which ones?
A: | went to U.G's Bible club a few times.

Q: In your view, how does being a university student differ from
being a secondary student?

A: It requires the same thing as secondary school: dedication, self
motivation, persistence, and team work. However, it also requires
maturity and being level headed, because there are no teachers there
to guide you when your're going down the wrong path, as in
secondary school.
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Donate to SAGE!

In addition to providing tuition for both Patricee and Caleb, SAGE is
sponsoring living arrangements for Caleb since he is not a native of
Georgetown. Every donation can help support our current and
future SAGE scholars!

The easiest way to donate to SAGE is to visit us at
Www.sageguyana.org

You can also donate to SAGE by mailing a check or money order to:

Scholarship for Advanced Guyanese Education
12021 Wilshire Blvd #249
Los Angeles, CA 90025
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