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Introducing  Our First SAGE Scholar!
After much anticipation, SAGE is happy to announce the first ever
SAGE Scholar: Patricee Douglas, an 18-year-old resident of
Georgetown, Guyana. When SAGE called to announce the news to
her, she said ά¢Ƙŀƴƪyou! Thank you! Thank ȅƻǳΗέThose thanks
extend to every individual who donated and every person who
supported {!D9Ωǎdevelopment in the last two years.

Throughout tŀǘǊƛŎŜŜΩǎapplication her love for and commitment to
Guyana was evident. Patricee also held excellent academic
credentials and a significant financial need. Without a scholarship,
Patriceecouldnot attend the Universityof Guyana(UG).

ά[ƻǾŜfor the study of the sciences and love for my country, Guyana,
has been the two main sources that have motivated me to seek to
advance my knowledge in the area of Medicine or Biology at the
University of Guyana.έ

Patricee intends to begin a biology degree in hopes of later studying
medicine at the University of Guyana. On October 5, she began her
first semester with 5 courses: Introduction to Biology, Introduction to
English, Algebra, Chemistry and Statistics. In her second semester
Patricee is registered for Introduction to Inorganic and Organic
Chemistry, Calculus, Physical Chemistry, Biology II, and Technical
Communications.

Her choice of career path and subjects combined with Patricee's
desire to remain in Guyana will increase Guyana's human capital in an
area of great need. Guyana has a shortage of doctors and relies on the
Cuban Brigade, Cuban doctors on short-term positions in Guyana, to
fulfill many of its medical needs[1]. Therefore, training more young
Guyanese, like Patricee, can greatly benefit the country.
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ά9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴis so important to ƻƴŜΩǎlife that it seems difficult to
imagine change without itΧWhatever the area may be that we seek
to be involved with education will be the most important factor in the
success of our future and DǳȅŀƴŀΩǎfutureΧWith education it is
assured that the changes we as young people make will add positively
to the development of Guyana.έ

Patricee began her biology studies on October 5, 2009. After one
year, if she chooses, Patricee can apply to begin her medical
program. Further, when she finishes her education Patricee claims:

ά!ŦǘŜǊI would have acquired my training in the area that I have
selected, I want to be someone who is known for her dedication for
and love for her countryΧsomeone who contributed to change in
Guyana and the development of our lovely native land.έ

tŀǘǊƛŎŜŜΩǎ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ Dǳȅŀƴŀ

Why Young Guyanese Should Gain Higher Education

tŀǘǊƛŎŜŜΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ

άhǳǊŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎmotto, ΨhƴŜPeople, One
Nation, One 5ŜǎǘƛƴȅΩis more than just three
phrases at the bottom of our Coat of
Arms. It goes far deeper to define who we
are as Guyanese, where we are, and the
purpose for which we are here. It is a
statement that speaks boldly to say that in
spite of our cultural background, the color of
our skin, the school we attend, or the house
in which we live, we will always be defined as one people, living as
one body and possessing a distinctive cultural and social way of
life. And the ΨƻƴŜŘŜǎǘƛƴȅΩwe speak of is inevitable; however, that
destiny will depend solely on every choice that every Guyanese makes
now and now after. It is a constant reminder that, especially as young
people we have to be positive in our thinking and active in our
doing. It foresees a better and brighter Guyana just on the horizon
and tells us that we all need to contribute to that glorious day.έ
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Excerpts from an Interview with Patricee

Q: What are three adjectives that describe you?
A: There are many adjectives that can describe me, but the three that
describe me best are self-motivated, God fearing and compassionate.

Q: How would a friend describe you to someone who you have never
met?
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άDǳȅŀƴŀ ƛǎ ŀ 
wonderful place 
and has many 
Eco-tourism 
ǎƛǘŜǎέ

A: My friends would probably say that I am loving, caring, out going
and a little crazy individual.

Q: What are your favorite subjects in school?
A: The subjects I love the most are English, Communication Studies
and Biology

Q: What is your favorite food?
A: My favorite food is cook up rice. That is a dish made with rice,
peas, freshly grated coconut milk, seasonings like onions, and the
meat of your choice - for example beef or salt fish. I eat it with
pepper sauce and a big up of swank(lime drink).

(continued on the next page)

Q: What makes you proud to be Guyanese?
A: I am proud to be Guyanese because Guyana is the land in which I
was born and where my heritage lies. It is also beautiful and filled
with many cultures which adds spice to life.

Q: What is one thing everyone should know about Guyana?

A: Guyana is a wonderful place 
and has many Eco-tourism sites.



Interview Continued

Q: When you have an hour of free time, what do you like to do?
A: My free time is mostly spent reading. During vacations I read for
entertainment, but when school is in session I still read one of my
school books.

Q: Do you have any special talents/interests?
A: I have the gift of a captivating, strong voice. So I often participate
in speaking activities in my church. I am also very dramatic, and I
know how to use my voice to express different emotions. Lastly some
people have told me that I have the gift of persuasion.

Q: What do you want to be doing in ten years?
A: Ten years may seem very far away for many but I know that time
travels quickly. I foresee that in ten years I will be a medical
doctor(not just a general one but a specialized one) with a family of
my own.

Q: Why do you want to be a medical doctor?
A: I have a desire to become a doctor because it would enable me to
carry out my humanitarian responsibilities. I believe that it is my duty
to help my fellow mankind.

Q: If you could travel anywhere in the world, where would you go?
A: I would definitely go to Egypt to see the great pyramids and walk in
the land where the Pharaohs walked. I am very interested in ancient
history.

άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
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Q: If you could have dinner with anyone
in the world (from the past or present)
who would it be?
A: I would love, love, love to have dinner
with Martin Luther King Jr. He is one of
my great motivators.
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with 108 unique 
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GlobalGiving Challenge Success!

SAGE recently had the opportunity to be a part of the 2009 Global
Open Challenge on the GlobalGiving Community. GlobalGiving is "a
global marketplace for philanthropy that helps donors support causes
they are passionate about." The challenge was to raise $4000 from at
least 50 people in 30 days and, thanks to many of you, we made
it! Not only do the funds raised go straight to helping support our
first scholar, completing the Challenge means SAGE has earned an
invitation to remain a long term member of the GlobalGiving
community.

GlobalGiving aims to connect donors to causes through its public
website where it hosts "more than 600 community based projects
worldwide.έTheir site hosts άǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎwhich range in topic from
education and the environment to healthcare and human rights in
more than 69 countries." You can find out more about the
organization by visiting www.globalgiving.com.

The Global Open Challenge 2009 consisted of 167 organizations, 53 of
which met the goals and earned a chance to remain on the
site. During the challenge period, the organizations collectively raised
a total of $424,333 from 5,151 donors. SAGE finished 38th overall in
number of dollars raised with a total of $4,565, but we're even more
proud of the number of supporters we had show up! We finished the
challenge with 108 unique donors, 8th most of all participating
organizations!

Thanks again to everyone who donated and/or passed our message
along! This was a great showing for SAGE, really solidifying funds for
our first scholar!
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Founded in 1963 by the Guyanese government, The University of
Guyana (UG) is located in Georgetown, Guyana's capital city. UG was
Guyana's first institution of high learning and was established to serve
Guyanese who did not have the economic resources to attend
university abroad. Forty-six years after its founding, UG remains
Guyana's premier educational institution and aims to "discover,
generate, disseminate, and apply knowledge of the highest standard
for the service of the community, the nation, and of all mankind
within an atmosphere of academic freedom that allows for free and
critical inquiry."

To learn more about The University of Guyana please visit their
website: www.uog.edu.gy

Now that we have successfully partnered with The University of
Guyana and selected our first scholarship recipient, we look forward
to continuing to build as an organization. In April 2009, we created a
sustainability and development plan that has allowed us to set
benchmarks for the expansion and growth of our scholarship
program. We will begin the application and selection process for our
second SAGE Scholar in early 2010. Please look forward to hearing
more about our growth efforts soon!

About the University of Guyana

hǳǊ bŜȄǘ {ǘŜǇǎΧΦ

UG is continuously expanding and modernizing and now
includes a satellite campus in eastern Guyana, five faculties
of study, and three professional schools. Students have the
opportunity to earn bachelors degrees in a wide-range of
disciplines including education, computer science, and
nursing. The University also offers a number of masters and
professional degree programs.
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Guyana boasts a multicultural population whose culture draws
inspiration from African, Indian, Portuguese, Chinese, and Native
Amerindian influences. October 17, 2009 marked the date of this

Guyana, Suriname, and French Guiana have come together this year
for the 42nd Inter Guiana Games! In the first leg of the games in
April, Guyana unfortunately lost to Suriname in swimming at
Castellani pool in Georgetown and to French Guiana in the football
championships at Ayanganna grounds. However, this fall, Guyana
looks to defend their titles in both basketball and cycling in
Suriname! Go Guyana!

.

Guyana celebrates Diwali

Inter-Guiana Games 2009

WorldTeach Returns to Guyana!

CURRENT EVENTS IN GUYANA

year's Diwali festival, which in Guyana is a national
holiday. During the day, people exchange food, gifts, and some
can be treated to concerts and motorcades. At night, to ensure
that the day lives up to its name of the 'Festival of Lights', candles
are ignited and even homemade fireworks are constructed from
steel wool!

After a full school year absence for the 2008-2009 school
year following an emergency evacuation in 2007, we are
happy to report that WorldTeach has finally returned to
Guyana with 9 new volunteers for the 2009-2010 school
year! Volunteers have been placed at 6 sites across the
country, teaching everything from English to
Chemistry. SAGE wishes the fresh batch of WorldTeach
volunteers the very best during their year-long stint in
Guyana!
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See if you can find the answers to the crossword puzzle in 
the newsletter!

SAGEempowersyoungGuyaneseto contributepositivelyand effectivelyto their
country by increasing their accessto post-secondaryeducation. We identify
secondarystudentswith high academicpotential but limited financialmeansand
provide these students with scholarshipsto help fulfill their commitment to
Guyana

Please consider making a donation to SAGE! Your contribution will help Guyanese
students to realize their full academic potential, and will aid them in the fight to
improve the quality of living in their country. Donate by mail or online.

About SAGE


