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Happy 2018, SAGE family and friends! In this month's newsletter, we are excited to
introduce you to the man who inspired SAGE's newest sponsorship, Dr. Victor J.
Ramraj, as well as give updates from some of our current scholars.

The Dr. Victor J. Ramraj Memorial Scholarship

Dr. Victor J. Ramraj was born in Johanna
Cecelia, Essequibo, and grew up in
Melville, Wakenaam.  He loved his home
and maintained a deep commitment to
Guyana throughout his life. Dr. Ramraj
completed his secondary education at St.
Stanislaus College in Georgetown, and
then attended the University College of
the West Indies (London) – now UWI,
Mona Campus – in Kingston, Jamaica,
where he achieved his BA in English
literature. Dr. Ramraj received his
doctorate degree at the University of New
Brunswick in Canada, and then joined the
Department of English at the University of
Calgary where he served for 44 years and
achieved great success, distinguishing
himself as an expert in postcolonial
studies and Canadian literature and
authoring numerous books.

Dr. Ramraj always maintained a strong connection to Wakenaam Island, traveling to
Guyana often with his family and concentrating his research and writing on the Caribbean
area and culture. Not long before he passed, Dr. Ramraj presented a state lecture in
Guyana on the first Canadian Nobel Prize in Literature winner, Alice Munro. 
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Dr. Victor J. Ramraj’s love for Guyana and his home island of Wakenaam inspired his
family to provide a full SAGE scholarship in his honor for a qualified student from
Wakenaam. Dr. Ramraj’s commitment to Guyana and his success both embody several of
SAGE’s principles, and SAGE is honored to be able to offer this scholarship on behalf of
Dr. Ramraj and his family. 
 
Who Earned the Ramraj Memorial Scholarship?

Continuing scholar Reuel Sookdeo was named the
Victor Ramraj Memorial Scholar at the start of this
academic year. Due to the generosity of the Ramraj
family's donation, we were able to fund the remaining
three years of Reuel's studies and contribute to funding
another scholar's tuition. 
 
In Reuel's own words, earning a scholarship "made my
dreams reality and motivates me towards a better life for
myself and family." 
 
Reuel is studying electrical engineering at UG and
shared that his course on Electrical Machines was his
most interesting this past term "because it opens to the
Electrical Field of study and it dealt with the Electrical
motor and Generators and how power is produced."

Application season is approaching! Last year SAGE moved to an online application
process, which resulted in a record number of applicants (more than double the prior

year's applicants). We anticipate receiving a similar response this year when our
applications start rolling in this spring. The number of SAGE Scholars we can accept

to begin in the 2018-2019 academic year will be directly related to our available
funds. Consider making a donation today to help us award as many deserving

scholarships as possible.

Updates from Current SAGE Scholars

We recently surveyed current scholars to learn how the first semester of the school year
went and what is keeping them inspired and busy on campus. Check out some excerpts of
those responses below! 
 
What was your favorite course of the past term and why?

http://www.sageguyana.org/donate/
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“Structural Design. Great appreciation for it's nature of being less theoretical and highly
practicable.” ~Andy

“Surgery and Internal Medicine because it gives me more opportunities to be apart of
practical procedures and be involved in actually saving lives” ~Gina

“My favourite course has to be Internet Computing II because it was challenging, I learnt a
ton, plus I got some practical experience building websites while focusing the server-side
or backend aspect that does all the database queries and processing.” ~Kerrie

"Descriptive Anatomy. My interest in becoming a Sports Doctor was sharpened even more
as I became au fait with the anatomy of the human body, both inside and outside." ~Hilton 
 
What have you been doing outside of classes this term?
“I joined Potluck. An organisation headed by my Physiology lecturer that gears at feeding
the homeless.” ~Natifa

“I recently joined the cybersecurity club within my Computer Science department. My
interest in cybersecurity has grown since I was a member of the club. We had an activity
during CS week and made small takeaways like brochures and book markers to inform
other students in the university about our club and how to practise cybersafety on the
internet and about the many cyberthreats that can occur." ~Kerrie

"I continued training with the National Hockey team and represented Guyana at two
competitions “Pan American Indoor Hockey Championships 2017 which was hosted in
Guyana (October 14-23) and “CAC Games Qualifiers 2017 which was hosted in Jamaica
(November 5-12)” ~Hilton 
 
“I am the secretary of my faculty, Agriculture Club. I am a member of a NGO, called
R.E.A.C.H. We serve the less fortunate citizens in our society." ~Tatyana

SAGE began with a single scholarship for the 2009-2010 school year and
continues to grow. To date, seventeen deserving students have received
full scholarships to the University of Guyana, with majors including law,
medicine, international relations, education, computer technology and

tourism. 
 

Scholars are selected based on their academic record and dedication to
making a positive impact in Guyana. SAGE is the only fully funded

scholarship program for students in Guyana who want to attend the
University of Guyana.

Considering a donation or sponsoring a SAGE Scholar? Click here!
Every dollar makes a difference.

http://www.sageguyana.org/donate/
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