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A NOTE FROM  DANIELLA KING 
Assistant Registrar at the Student Welfare Office at the University of Guyana 

 
Formally launched in September 2009, SAGE is the ‘brain-child’ of a group of former              
World Teach Volunteers who, having completed their teaching tour in Guyana, were            
inspired to create a scholarship for Guyanese secondary school students, in particular            
those who resided in villages and communities well beyond the urban coast, to further              
their studies at the tertiary level.  
  
Since the first scholar in 2009, SAGE was able to increase its initial offering from one 
student annually to an average of three students per year. These students pursue any 
program of their choice at the University of Guyana. This makes the scholarship quite 
attractive in a landscape where there are not enough scholarship opportunities and 
where study options are confined to the choice/preference(s) of the donor (s). Of 
sixteen (16) SAGE scholars, the success rate (i.e. students who were able to maintain 
the scholarship based on academic merit and/or graduate) has been 88%. Students 
have graduated from the prestigious fields of Law, Medical Technology and Tourism 
Studies. 
  
In my opinion, SAGE scholars are poised to succeed based on a unique support              
system employed by the SAGE board which orients new scholars and thereafter            
assigns each a mentor. The students are required to keep regular contact with the              
mentors and benefit from advice on managing their student life and academic            
programme. This approach is quite effective for early and quick responses to student             
issues or stressors. It is also motivational to the scholars knowing that these persons              
are their ‘personal cheerleaders’. 
  
The SAGE scholarship programme is playing a key role in the Guyana landscape             
where there is a general dearth of tertiary scholarship opportunities. It is also quite              
relevant because it provides some of the bright young people of this country with an               
alternative to the prevalent local social ills of poverty, suicide, crime, human trafficking             
and drug trafficking. Further, apart from significantly improving the chances for           
meaningful employment, the tertiary education opportunity provided through this         
programme, is likely to impact future generations since there is a proven greater             
incidence of children pursuing higher education where at least one person within a             
household also pursued same. 
  
It has been an honour working with the SAGE team. They are unwavering in their               
dedication to the sustainability and success of this programme. It gives me great             
pleasure when I am on our annual University outreach exercises across the ten             
administrative regions of Guyana to tell the secondary school students about the            
availability of the SAGE scholarship and to encourage them to apply when it is their               
turn to leave school. On behalf of the University of Guyana as well as the young people                 
of our country thanks are extended to this organization for their wonderful work. SAGE              
is helping one student at a time, to change forever the lives of many Guyanese youths. 
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WHY GUYANA? 
Guyana is rich in natural resources, fertile agricultural lands, and 
extensive tropical forests that cover 80 percent of the country. 
However, Guyana’s incidence of poverty is among the highest in 
the Western Hemisphere. 
 

● 43% of the Guyanese population is considered 
impoverished (2011) 

● Roughly two thirds of the poor, or 29 percent of the total 
population, can be further classified as being extremely 
poor, and lack the means to purchase a minimum low-cost 
diet. 

● In 2012 Guyana ranked 118 out of 187 countries on the 
United Nations Development Program’s (UNDP) Human 
Development Index, having declined from 107 in 2008.   

 

EDUCATION 
Although Guyana's literacy rate is reported to be among the 
highest in the Western Hemisphere, the level of functional 
literacy is considerably lower, which has been attributed to poor 
education quality, teacher training, and infrastructure. 
  

● The Minister of Finance’s annual Budget Speech to Parliament (2012) states that education is critical if 
the country is to develop a well-trained and skilled workforce.  

● As of 2012, only 13% of the population pursues higher education at institutions such as the University of 
Guyana (UG), which contrasts sharply with 89% in the United States. 

 
EMIGRATION OF SKILLED WORKERS 
Guyana's emigration rate is among the 
highest in the world. 
 

● More than 55% of its citizens reside 
abroad.  

● More than 80% of Guyanese nationals 
with tertiary level educations have 
emigrated.  

● Brain drain and the concentration of 
limited medical resources in 
Georgetown hamper Guyana's ability 
to meet the health needs of its 
predominantly rural population.  

● Guyana has one of the highest HIV 
prevalence rates in the region and 
continues to rely on international 
support for its HIV treatment and 
prevention programs. 
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HISTORY OF THE ORGANIZATION 
SAGE was created by returned volunteers of the 
WorldTeach - Guyana Program. These volunteers 
served as teachers in secondary schools throughout the 
country and returned to the United States with a unique 
awareness of the many obstacles facing Guyanese 
students who want to pursue post-secondary education. 
In 2008, they created SAGE, with the goal of providing 
opportunities for students with high academic potential, 
but limited financial means, to attend the University of 
Guyana (UG). 
 
SAGE seeks to address several of the most important 
challenges facing a developing Guyana. These include access to postsecondary education, inequity 
between urban and rural regions, and the emigration of skilled workers. The SAGE approach is 
guided by the belief that, provided with the opportunity to pursue higher education, young and talented 
Guyanese can creatively address the challenges facing their own communities and country.  
 
SAGE began with a single scholarship for the 2009-2010 school year and continues to grow. To date, 
fourteen deserving students have received full scholarships to the University of Guyana, with majors 
including law, medicine, international relations, education, computer technology and tourism. 
 
Scholars are selected based on their academic record and dedication to making a positive impact in 
Guyana. SAGE is the only fully funded scholarship program for students in Guyana who want to 
attend the University of Guyana.  
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OUR VISION 
SAGE envisions a world where young people of all backgrounds are able to pursue higher 

education opportunities.  
 

OUR APPROACH 
SAGE advertises the scholarship at secondary school sites 
throughout the country, both in urban and rural locations. We also 
advertise at the University of Guyana, through local businesses, in 
newspaper and radio, and on social media. Scholars must apply to 
the University of Guyana, as well as to SAGE, and can submit an 
application in paper or online. Complete applications include 
standardized test scores, financial documentation, 
recommendations from teachers, and most importantly an essay 
where scholars discuss their dedication to Guyana and future plans 
for their university degree. SAGE recently added an interview 
portion to the application process. In order to be selected, scholars 
must agree to work for at least 2 years in Guyana after earning 
their degree.  
 
SAGE works very closely with the Student’s Welfare Division and 
bursary at the University of Guyana to coordinate payments, and 
makes sure that our scholars receive the support they need to be 
successful. In addition, each scholar is assigned a board member 
who serves as their adviser. Scholars must maintain a 3.0 GPA at the University of Guyana in order to 
continue receiving funding each year.  
 
SAGE scholarships cover each scholar’s program of choice. This amounts to approximately $1,000 
per year for each scholar. Scholars can apply for additional funding for housing, transportation, and 
materials. These requests are approved on a case-by-case basis.  
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THE BEST RETURN ON INVESTMENT 
 
A LITTLE GOES A LONG WAY 
Our donors know that their contributions directly support SAGE scholars. Approximately $1,000 USD 
pays for an entire year of education at the University of Guyana.  Because of the low cost, donors find 
it very easy to give and make an immediate impact on a scholar’s future. We receive enough support 
to consistently fund full four-year scholarships and ensure that our scholars graduate. We have very 
little overhead. Approximately 97% of all funding is used to cover tuition and other school-related 
expenses.  
 

PERSONAL CONNECTIONS 
Many donors opt to support individual scholarship recipients and develop a unique relationship with 
them throughout their education. They enjoy receiving updates and photos from scholars about their 
experiences at university.  
 

THE ONLY POST-SECONDARY SCHOLARSHIP FUND IN GUYANA 
SAGE is the only option for low-income students seeking to complete their degrees without the burden 
of loans. Recipients of a SAGE scholarship are selected from applicants who qualify for admission to 
the University of Guyana, but are unable to afford tuition. Without SAGE, many of them would not 
attend University.  
 

INVESTMENT IN GUYANA 
We select scholars who are passionate about giving back to Guyana. SAGE scholars agree to work in 
Guyana for at least two years after graduation. They pursue degrees in a diverse range of subjects, 
including, but not limited to, medicine, law, education, agriculture, computer science, and political 
science.  
 

OUR SCHOLARS PAY IT FORWARD 
Not only do our scholars gain the skills they 
need to succeed in their chosen fields, but they 
take advantage of opportunities to be leaders 
within the UG community and the community at 
large. Seasoned scholars serve as mentors for 
incoming freshman, organize and lead 
orientation, and run the SAGE booth at UG’s 
Open Campus Day. They also distinguish 
themselves through service to the community. 
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MEASURING SUCCESS 
To date, we have provided fourteen students with the financial support they needed to pursue 
post-secondary education at the University of Guyana. Our graduates are already pursuing rewarding 
careers in Guyana.  
 
Meet a few of our distinguished scholars: 
 

PATRICEE DOUGLAS 
Graduated in 2015 with a degree in medicine from the University of Guyana.  
 
She was accepted to the Young Leaders Programme and Women Deliver 2016 conference in 
Copenhagen, and received the honor of National Youth Award for Excellence in Health. She 
volunteers with several Guyanese organizations such as Women Across Difference, and the Mon 
Repos Health Center.  She currently interns at the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO).  
 

KEVIN MORGAN 
Graduated with a Degree in Law in 2014 and is working at Guyana’s Ministry of Social Protection 
providing advice on legal issues in the Ministry's Department of Labour.  
 
In his current position, Kevin prosecutes labour disputes and represents employees who are not 
receiving fair wages or who are not granted annual leave as required by law. Kevin has also taken 
courses at the Hugh Wooding Law School in Trinidad & Tobago where he served on the student 
council. Kevin plans to return to Hugh Wooding to complete his studies in Law. 
 

MARCELLA GONSALVES  
Graduated with distinction in 2015 with a degree in 
Medical Technology.  
 
She also earned the Vice-Chancellor's Prize for the 
top graduating student in the Faculty of Health 
Sciences. After graduating, Marcella worked at 
Georgetown Public Hospital for six months before 
she moved back to her hometown of Charity, 
Essequibo. She is now using her degree at Eureka 
Medical Laboratory where she runs laboratory tests 
checking samples for antibodies and diseases like 
HIV, typhoid, and dengue fever.  
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PARTNERS & FUNDING 
 
PARTNERS 
 
Guyanese Embassy  | Washington, DC, USA 
 
Shoe Source | Georgetown Guyana  
 
University of Guyana | Georgetown, Guyana 
 
 

FUNDERS / SCHOLAR SPONSORS  
*currently sponsoring a scholar  
 
Alan Kim*  
 
Dr Boodhoo and Guyanese American Association of Central Florida 
 
Christina Chandler 
 
Emmanuel James* 
 
James Crofton* 
 
John and Janet Greenhaugh* 
 
Rebecca Danis 
 
Shoe Source* 
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