
9/30/2018 SAGE Thanks You for Helping Us Reach Our Goal and Updates on Two SAGE Scholars

https://mailchi.mp/321a3a88f5ba/interviews-with-a-first-year-and-third-year-sage-scholar-1352657 1/5

 

SAGE Newsletter 
August 2017

Thank you! Because of your support this past month,
SAGE reached its fundraising goal and can provide a
scholarship to the exceptional student that we asked for
your help to fund.

 
A few weeks ago, we emailed you with the goal of raising $4,000 by July 23rd
to help us fund a particularly outstanding SAGE applicant.  With our increase in
applications this year, the pool of candidates was very competitive, and we had
one exceptional applicant that we would not have been able to fund without the
additional fundraising. Thanks to your outpouring of support, we were able to
reach our goal, and we can fund this student.  Every donation contributed
towards this goal, and we could not have done it with out you.  Your support
helped change this student's life.   
 
In addition to expressing our thanks, in this month's newsletter, we are
providing you updates on two current SAGE Scholars.

Louise MacCloud is in her fourth year of the medical programme at the
University of Guyana and provides us updates on her programme, being
a sponsored scholar, and her post-graduate plans.
Andy Sattan is a civil engineering student who spent his last year on an
industrial attachment which is like a year-long full-time internship in the
United States. In this newsletter, he shares his experiences on industrial
attachment.  

 
Thank you again, 

 
The SAGE Board 

Alicia, Alyssa, Dan, Erva, Jon, Katie, Molly, Molly, Rashad, & Yvonne

http://www.sageguyana.org/
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Louise MacCloud: A Fourth Year Medical Student

You are in your fourth year of the medical
programme. Could you tell SAGE supporters

what you are doing this year?
 
My fourth year in the medical program is what I
like to describe as a bittersweet experience.
Bitter, because I am undertaking my second set
of rotations which takes me to final exams and
sweet because I am finally towards the end of
this wonderful journey.  Currently, I am in Surgery
rotation where I am now able to appreciate and
rotate in all the surgery sub-specialties.  After
surgery, I will be heading to Internal Medicine,
then to the other two rotations, each lasting 10
weeks.

You are a SAGE Scholar sponsored by Dr. Victor and Yvette Boodhoo. 
What has it meant to you to be sponsored by someone to attend the
University of Guyana?  What would you tell other people considering

sponsoring a student?
 
Dr. Boodhoo and his wife have been a great inspiration to me. They have not only
done that in words but in their actions.  They have supported me wholeheartedly in
realizing my dream. It can be a challenge to always maintain academic excellence,
but it is even more difficult if you also have to finance your own studies, especially
when your parents are unable to afford such. I don't think I would have been able to
make it to UG, but SAGE made it possible. Dr. Boodhoo and his wife made it happen
and I cannot thank them enough for all their outstanding contributions. I am humble
and thankful!  At the end of my journey, when I am able to earn, my greatest wish is
to be able to turn around and be a blessing for a student like me. So potential
sponsors out there, you can make a difference in someone’s life today; you can give
a student hope to be able to attend university just like my sponsors did for me. 
 

What are your plans for when you graduate?
 
After graduating from the University of Guyana, it is my desire to return to my home
community and provide medical services before venturing off to further my education
in whichever specialty I choose. Also, I will be working very closely with my Female
Empowerment Club President to empower girls and young women all across
Guyana to support and look out for each other while they strive towards their highest
potential. 
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Andy Sattan: A Civil Engineering Student on His Industrial
Attachment

How has SAGE helped you
achieve your goals? 

 

SAGE has taught me, through their
continued support of my University
education, to be patriotic. I live along
the West Coast Demerara Road. It’s
the route I will have to take to commute
whichever direction I am heading.
Being [on industrial attachment] in the
Quality Control/Quality Assurance
department, I have devoted myself to
ensuring that all the citizens of this
region, who also rely on this road, will
have the best quality product, which
conforms to all engineering
specifications and designs given.  My
goal has always been to do excellent
work.  SAGE provided the motivation
for me to accomplish this and is
continuing to set the platform for me to
have an even greater impact on
Guyana’s infrastructural development
in the future.  I am very grateful for
having this opportunity!

This year you have been on an industrial attachment.  Can you explain to
SAGE supporters what an industrial attachment is and what you have

been doing for the past year? 
 

I am currently in my third year of studies at the University of Guyana, the year in
which I am engaged in Industrial Attachment.  Any engineering student who
completed the two year Diploma programme is compelled to do one year of
Industrial Attachment, a prerequisite to the Bachelor’s Degree programme. Industrial
Attachment entails a year of field experience with an engineering firm or project. It is
intended to give a student graduating with his/her Degree, not only theoretical
knowledge but, also, practical awareness of the job.

My period of internship commenced on July 25, 2016 and is expected to conclude by
the end of July, 2017. I applied to and got accepted by the company Surrey Paving
and Aggregates Co. Ltd and BK International Inc., a joint venture between a
Guyanese engineering company (BK International Inc.) and a Jamaican engineering
company (Surrey Paving and Aggregates Co. Ltd). This joint venture is the main
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contractor for the West Coast Demerara Road Project. The size of this job cannot be
stressed enough. It involves the rehabilitation of 30.7 km of Asphaltic road, widening
of road shoulders, construction of cycle lanes and pedestrian walkways, building
concrete drains and improvement of drainage channels and all other incidental
roadwork, and the replacement of one major roadway bridge. Here, I was assigned
the responsibility of Quality Control on every phase of the project. At first, it seemed
like a task that would have been above my capabilities, but I have been able to
mature quickly and build on my professionalism to get the job done. My enthusiasm
for engineering, coupled with the technical application of what I have learnt has
allowed me to excel in my field, acquiring perfect reviews on every evaluation I have
had. I have learnt a lot about engineering designs and construction procedures, rapid
problem solving and decision making and resource management which includes
time, people and materials/equipment. 
 

What are your plans for the future? 
 

Being given such responsibilities at such a young age, I am expecting to enter the
field of work after completion of my studies with full confidence and competency. My
ultimate goal after my Bachelor’s Degree is to have Post Graduate endeavors in
Structural Engineering, Construction Management and Project Management.
However, in the nearer future, I am hoping to take in all the experience I can here
and return to the University of Guyana ready to complete my Degree programme
and pass with distinction. I will have to make the mental switch from work to school
but I will be prepared as I am eager to get back into the competitive University
environment.

SAGE began with a single scholarship for the 2009-2010 school year and
continues to grow. To date, deserving students have received full

scholarships to the University of Guyana, with majors including law,
medicine, international relations, education, computer technology and

tourism. 
 

Scholars are selected based on their academic record and dedication to
making a positive impact in Guyana. SAGE is the only fully funded

scholarship program for students in Guyana who want to attend the
University of Guyana.

Copyright © 2017 Scholarship for Advanced Guyanese Education, All rights reserved. 

Considering a donation or sponsoring a SAGE Scholar? Click here!
Every dollar makes a difference.

https://twitter.com/SAGE_Guyana
https://www.facebook.com/Scholarship-for-Advanced-Guyanese-Education-SAGE-168952573127331/
http://www.sageguyana.org/
http://www.sageguyana.org/donate/
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